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China officially recognizes 
formerly 'underground' 
bishop, Vatican says 


By Kristina Millare 


The Vatican announced Tues- 
day its “satisfaction” that 
China has officially 
recognized Bishop Melchior 
Shi Hongzhen as bishop of 
Tianjin. “This provision is a 
positive fruit of the dialogue 
established over the years 
between the Holy See and the 
Chinese government,” reads a 
Holy See statement released 
Aug. 27. 

According to Reuters, 95-year- 
old Shi had once been placed 
under house arrest after 
refusing to join the church 
officially backed by the 
Chinese government. 

Shi was ordained a priest in 
the Catholic Church on July 4, 
1954, and consecrated 
coadjutor bishop of Tianjin 
on June 15, 1982. He was 
ordained bishop of the 
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Diocese of Tianjin on June 8, 
2019. 

According to the Holy See 
statement, 56,000 Catholic 
faithful — distributed across 
21 parishes served by 62 
priests — belong to the 
Diocese of Tianjin. 

Under Pope Francis, the Holy 
See has expanded dialogue 
with China and engaged in 
talks regarding provisional 
agreements on the 
appointment of bishops 

in the Asian nation. 

The controversial Sino- 
Vatican Agreement, first 
signed in 2018, which has 
never been made public, is 
said to stipulate that the 
Catholic Church is allowed to 
have bishops in communion 
with Rome who are at the 
same time recognized by 
Chinese authorities in the 
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country. It was renewed in 
2020 and 2022. 

In 2021, the Holy See sent a 
delegation led by a member of 
the then-Congregation for the 
Evangelization of Peoples 
(now known as the Dicastery 
for Evangelization), 
Archbishop Claudio Maria 
Celli, to meet with Chinese 
authorities and negotiate the 
two-year renewal of the Sino- 
Vatican Agreement before it 
expires. 

Negotiations between the 
Vatican and China resumed 
Aug. 28-Sept. 2, 2022, when a 
Holy See delegation was sent 
to meet with local authorities 
in Tianjin. 

During the Tianjin visit, the 
delegation also visited the 
formerly “underground” Shi, 
signaling the pope's concern 
for the Catholic faithful in the 
communist country. 


The Herald Wishes all its Keaders a Very 


Teachers are the 


Architects 
of our future 


Since 1839 


Indian court tells 


Church-run schools to ensure 
fair appointments 


The high court order is a matter of 
concern for the Church which 
runs over 50,000 educational 
institutions. 


A top court has asked a Protestant 
diocese in southern India to 
appoint teachers irrespective of 
their caste, religious, and 
denominational backgrounds 
since their salaries are paid from 
the state exchequer. 

The Madurai bench of the Madras 
High Court in Tamil Nadu state 
declared unconstitutional a list of 
prospective teachers prepared by 
the Tirunelveli diocese of the 
Church of South India (CSI) for 
appointment in schools managed 
by the diocese. The court said the 
list violated the principles of 
secularism. 

“When the salary is paid out of the 
state exchequer, the elementary 
principles of secularism demand 
that the appointment process is 


this can come to naught if the 
recruitment process is rigged and 
predetermined.” 

India's constitution allows 
minority groups like Christians 
and Muslims to run educational 
institutions. The respective state 
governments pay the salaries for 
teachers in aided schools. 

The Church in India runs more 
than 50,000 educational 
institutions, including schools 
and 400 colleges, six universities, 
and six medical schools. 
Catholic Church officials called 
the court order "a matter of 
concern." 

A minority-run education 
institution has the right to 
appoint its staff from “the 
respective community ona 
priority basis,” noted Father 
Thankachan Jose, former national 
president of the All-India 
Association of Catholic Schools. 
Thankachan told UCA News on 
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thrown open to all eligible 
candidates,” said Justice GR 
Swaminathan in his Aug. 8 order. 
A copy of the order was released 
to the media two days ago. 

“The appointment process as of 
today is patently discriminatory. 
To say that only a candidate ofa 
particular religious denomination 
is entitled to apply for a post runs 
counter to constitutional 
morality,” said Swaminathan. 
The order came during the 
hearing of a petition filed by C 
Manohar Thangaraj, the treasurer 
of Tirunelveli Diocese. The 
petition accused the bishop of 
making unilateral appointments 
based on the diocesan priority list 
rather than inviting applications 
from eligible candidates. 

The court also stressed the need 
for transparency in the selection 
process, saying, " Of course, all 


Aug. 26 that a minority education 
is bound to give priority to the 
community. 

"Provided there is no qualified or 
skilled candidate within, we may 
seek to appoint a candidate from 
outside," the priest said. But 
"priority is given to a candidate 
from the community.” 

Father Maria Charles, secretary of 
the Catholic Bishops' Council of 
Indian office for education, said 
Catholic schools do not restrict 
jobs only to Catholics or 
Christians. 

He told UCA News they "will take 
a call after consulting with our 
legal team." 

Tirunelveli CSI diocese officials 
were unavailable to comment on 
whether they would appeal 
against the court order. 

(By UCA News) 
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By M L Satyan 
As India is witnessing an 
upsurge of sexual abuses, we 
tend to think that we need to 
protect girls. Continuous advice 
is given to parents: “Protect 
your daughters.” 

In fact, this advice is not 
debated. But a spontaneous 
question arises: “Is it enough to 
protect our daughters?” At this 
introspective stage, I received a 
thought-provoking WhatsApp 
picture with a caption: “Educate 
your sons.” 

Frightening Facts: 

An average 90 rapes a day were 
reported in India in 2022, 
according to data from India's 
National Crime Records Bureau 
(NCRB). 

We are now in 2024. The true 
figure is likely to be much 
higher, as many such crimes go 
unreported due to fear of 
reprisal, prevailing stigmas 
around victims and a lack of 
faith in police investigations. 
In 2023, the Georgetown 
Institute for Women, Peace and 
Security ranked India 128 
among 177 countries in its 
annual index on women's 
inclusion, justice and security. 
According to the World Bank, 
35 percent of Indian women 
between the ages of 15 and 49 
have experienced physical or 
sexual violence at the hands of 
their partners, higher than the 
world average of 27 percent. 
Nearly 45,000 rape cases were 
investigated between 2022 and 
2023, the latest year for which 
statistics are available from 
India's NCRB. But among the 
cases that went to trial, there 
were convictions in just over 
5,000 — a rate of 27.4 percent, 
lower than for cases of murder, 
kidnapping and other violent 
crimes. 

Many schools lack policies 
around sexual harassment, 
teachers often feel ill-prepared 
to identify or intervene when 
they witness harassment, and 
students have little trust that 
adults will protect them even if 
they do speak up. 

Too many young people receive 
confusing and conflicting 
information about puberty, 
relationships, love and sex, as 
they make the transition from 
childhood to adulthood. A 
growing number of studies 
show that young people are 
turning to the digital 


environment as a key 
source of information 
about sexuality. 

Gender abusive 
languages, taking the 
name of a mother or 
sister, have become 
normal and accepted 
among the youth. 
Comprehensive 
Sexuality Education: 
It is a curriculum-based 
process of teaching and 
learning about the 
cognitive, emotional, 
physical and social 
aspects of sexuality. It 
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aims to equip children 
and young people with 
knowledge, skills, attitudes and 
values that empowers them to 
realize their health, well-being 
and dignity; develop respectful 
social and sexual relationships; 
consider how their choices 
affect their own well-being and 
that of others; and understand 
and ensure the protection of 
their rights throughout their 
lives. 

CSE presents sexuality with a 
positive approach, emphasizing 
values such as respect, 
inclusion, non-discrimination, 
equality, empathy, 
responsibility and reciprocity. It 
reinforces healthy and positive 
values about bodies, puberty, 
relationships, sex and family 
life. 

UNESCO believes that with 
CSE, young people learn to treat 
each other with respect and 
dignity from an early age and 
gain skills for better decision 
making, communications, and 
critical analysis. They learn they 
can talk to an adult they trust 
when they are confused about 
their bodies, relationships and 
values. 

They learn to think about what 
is right and safe for them and 
how to avoid coercion, sexually 
transmitted infections 
including HIV, and early and 
unintended pregnancy, and 
where to go for help. They learn 
to identify what violence 
against children and women 
looks like, including sexual 
violence, and to understand 
injustice based on gender. They 
learn to uphold universal values 
of equality, love and kindness. 
Tips for parents: 

Use appropriate language: 
Teach children proper names 
for all body parts, including 


their genitals. Using other 
names for body parts may give 
the impression that they are bad 
and cannot be talked about. 

Do not force affection: Do not 
force your children to give hugs 
or kisses. It is OK for them to tell 
even grandma or grandpa that 
they do not want to give them a 
kiss or a hug goodbye. Teach 
your child alternate ways to 
show affection and respect 
without close physical touch. 
Reinforce that people should 
respect each other: Discuss 
about “good touch and bad 
touch”. Tell them how it is never 
OK for anyone to look at or 
touch their private parts 
without their permission. 

At the same time, they should 
not look at or touch other 
people's bodies without their 
permission. 

Regular Review: Some good 
times to talk to your children 
about personal safety are during 
bath time, bedtime, doctor 
visits and before any new 
situation. Giving them tools to 
recognize and respond to 
uncomfortable situations is very 
important. 

Expect questions: You must 
be open to questions your child 
asks and the answers that are 
appropriate to give will depend 
on your child's age and ability 
to understand. It is always 
important to tell the truth. 
Elder M. Russell Ballard 
identified seven things that 
every parent can do to 
minimize the negative effect 
media can have on families: 

1) Hold family councils and 
decide what the media 
standards are going to be. 

2) Spend sufficient quality time 
with the children so that they 
understand that parents are 


consistently the main influence 
in their lives, not the media or 
any peer group. 

3) Make good media choices 
and set good examples for the 
children. 

4) Limit the amount of time the 
children watch TV or play video 
games or use the internet each 
day. 

5) Use ‘internet filters' and 

"TV program locks' to prevent 
children from chancing upon 
things they should not see. 

6) Have TVs and computers in 
a much-used common room in 
the home, not in a bedroom or 
a private place. 

7) Take time to watch 
appropriate media with the 
children and discuss with them 
how to make choices that will 
uplift and build rather than 
degrade and destroy. (Source: 
LDS Family Services). 

Parents can lay the foundation 
in the family for self-control, 
proper understanding of 
sexuality, and healthy 
emotional development by 
providing a secure environment 
in which healthy attitudes will 
grow. Love, kindness, good 
communication, and 
appropriate expressions of 
affection are vital. 

Within the context of a warm 
and loving relationship, we will 
have our greatest influence as 
we teach our children to have a 
proper attitude about sexuality, 
warn them against unhealthy 
and immoral practices, and 
instil in them the desire to 
remain chaste and virtuous. 
Responsible societies minimize 
negative influences that affect 
young children. It is our 
responsibility to save our youth, 
especially the boys, and 
safeguard them from moving 
towards disaster. 
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Church in the World 


Opus Dei prelate responds to those 
who consider group 'conservative, 


~ 


By Walter Sanchez Silva 

During his recent trip through Latin America, the 
prelate of Opus Dei, Monsignor Fernando Ocariz, 
gave an interview to the Chilean newspaper El 
Mercurio, in which he spoke about various topics, 
such as the role of women, the reform ordered by Pope 
Francis, and a response to those who consider Opus 
Deito be “conservative, powerful and secretive.” 
“Everyone can have their own opinions and reasons 
for evaluating reality. If some people perceive it that 
way, it will be because there is something objective 
and/or subjective that can cause that impression,” 
said the third successor of St. Josemaria Escriva as the 
head of Opus Dei. 

“Making the Work sOpus Deit better known is, in part, 
the task of each member: to live one's own vocation in 
an authentic way. It is something great and wonderful, 
although I understand that a perspective of faith is 
required to understand it in depth,” the prelate 
added. 

“However, I think that, on the human level, those who 
know Opus Dei up close will be able to perceive 
normal people, with virtues and defects. I would like 
us to be known as joyful, simple, and serene people, 
peaceful, with whom it is easy to make friends, people 
with an open and understanding mentality,” he 
continued. 

Ocariz then expressed his desire that “the variety of 
the faithful of Opus Dei be recognized, and not only 
the few who acquire a certain public relevance. In this 
way, it would be seen that each one of them struggles 
to live the faith to the fullest, at the same time living 
with their own defects and trying to put their talents at 
the service of their family, their friends, and society.” 
The prelate also stressed that “the main contribution 
of Opus Dei is to accompany the laity (98% of its 
members) so that they can be protagonists of the 
evangelizing mission of the Church in the midst of the 
world, one by one.” 

The charism of Opus Dei and the reform of Pope 
Francis 

After pointing out that the charism of Opus Dei aims 
to seek God and encounter Him “in ordinary life, at 
work, in the family, in the street,” Ocariz recalled that 
St. Josemaria, the founder of the apostolate, said that 
“the ways of doing and saying things change, but the 
essence, the spirit, remains.” 

“Knowing how to change, in this sense, is necessary to 
be faithful to a mission, but any change must be 
modeled from the essential, from that core that we 
cannot modify, because, like every charism, it is a gift 
from God,” he emphasized. 

In July 2022, Pope Francis ordered a reform in Opus 


powerful and secretive’ 


Dei, through the motu proprio Ad 
charisma tuendum (to protect the 
charism), with the reform of the 
statutes of the apostolate, work that is 
carried out in coordination with the 
Dicastery for the Clergy in the Vatican, 
in an atmosphere of “dialogue and 
trust,” as the prelate noted in June. 

“ Vocations in Opus Dei 

In the interview, El Mercurio asked 
} Ocariz if a 16-year-old is free to decide 
| his vocation, to which the prelate 
replied: “Freedom is an essential requi- 
rement for any vocation. Incorporation 
into Opus Dei is only possible at 18 
years of age, when one is oflegal age.” 

_ “If someone thinks he has a vocation, 
/ he can begin a process of discernment 
beforehand, but knowing that he is not 
yet a member of Opus Dei and always 
with the express permission of his parents,” the 
prelate continued. 

“From the moment that one requests admission into 
the Work until his definitive incorporation, there are a 
series of formative stages, which last at least six or 
seven years.” 

Every year, Ocariz explained, “the person must 
express his desire to continue: it's not an automatic 
process, but rather it requires personal discernment 
and freedom in avery profound way.” 

When asked about the decline in vocations in Chile, 
the prelate commented that “in the most secularized 
countries, we share the same difficulties as the rest of 
the Church.” 

“In places where the Church is growing,” Ocariz 
continued, “Opus Dei is also growing. Specifically, the 
number of lay men and women who, inspired by St. 
Josemaria, wish to seek holiness and are open to 
having a family is increasing.” 

The prelate then lamented the decrease in “people 
who embrace celibacy, a gift from God that perhaps is 
less understood today, even though it is so enriching 
for the Church.” 

Regarding the way in which the apostolate deals with 
cases of abuse, Ocariz stressed that “since 2013 there 
has been a protocol in Opus Dei for the protection of 
minors and vulnerable people, which formalizes 
prudent measures that have been in place in the Work 
for decades and incorporates the most recent 
regulations of the Church.” 

In addition, "work is being done to create special 
channels for healing and resolution to accommodate 
people who want to be heard.” 

Women in Opus Dei 

Speaking about the role of women in the Church, and 
in Opus Dei specifically, Ocariz emphasized that “in 
recent decades, women have been expanding their 
space in public life, enriching it with their 
irreplaceable contribution. In the Church, their role 
has grown at all levels, including with appointments 
to positions of responsibility within the Vatican Curia, 
forexample.” 

“In Opus Dei, women have been in the administration 
from the beginning, alongside St. Josemaria and his 
successors, and they are autonomous with respect to 
men in the leadership of their apostolates.” 

“As the female presence in the administration of 
companies or institutions grows, more women in 
Opus Dei, like their contemporaries, are assuming 
positions of responsibility, and it is wonderful to see 
the scope that their service can provide,” the prelate 
observed. 
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Why do Catholics say certain 


phrases three times during Mass? 


By Walter Sanchez Silva 


Why do Catholics say certain phrases three times during 
Mass? These phrases are repeated at every Eucharist with 
expressions such as “through my fault,” “Lamb of God,” or 
“Holy, Holy, Holy.” The following explanation aims to help 
you better understand and appreciate these aspects of the 
holy Eucharist. 

Biblical foundation 

Friar Nelson Medina, a Dominican priest who holds a 
doctorate in fundamental theology and is known for his 
vast apostolate on social media, explained to ACI Prensa, 
CNA's Spanish-language news partner, that “the number 3 
appears several times in the Bible and is associated with a 
process that is complete. That's why it makes a lot of sense 
that, also in the liturgy, some actions are done three times.” 
“It's like a way of saying a complete, perfect action. It's the 
general meaning of the number 3, which is so characte- 
ristic of the Bible and definitely of the liturgy,” he 
explained. 

Asan example, Medina cited Deuteronomy 16:16, where “it 
states that three times a year all the men of Israel had to 
appear before the Lord as a way of renewing the covenant” 
or “1 Samuel 20:41, where we find David saying farewell to 
his friend Jonathan, who was the son of King Saul. And 
when David has to take leave of his friend, he prostrates 
himselfthree times as if praying, as ifasking the Lord for the 
strength he needs.” 

“In 1 Kings 17:21, the prophet Elijah performs a miracle, 
which is the resurrection ofa boy who had died. What Elijah 
does is cover the boy's body with his own body and he does 
this action three times,” Medina continued. 


“In 1 Chronicles 12:18 we find that, when the people's 
covenant with David is ratified, the people exclaim three 
times: 'Peace, peace to you and peace to the one who helps 
you!’” and in “Daniel 6:10 we find that Daniel had the habit 
of praying three times a day.” 

Referencing an example from the Gospels, Medina pointed 
out that “Jesus tells Peter that he will deny him three times” 
(Matthew 26:34 and Mark 14:30). Later, “when Peter 
confirms his love and adherence to Christ in John 21, he 
also says to Jesus three times: 'You know that I love you.'” 
On the website of the National Eucharistic Revival, Father 
Luke Spannagel also explains why Catholics say “through 
my fault” three times in the prayer known as the “Confiteor.” 
“Throughout the Bible, striking one's breast is a gesture of 
humility and sorrow for sins. Why three times? As Edward 
Sri points out, the threefold repetition of guilt 'expresses 
more fully the sorrow for our sins.' This line of the liturgy 
helps us to recognize that sinning against God is no light 
matter,” the priest emphasized. 

In his book “The Reason for All the Ceremonies of the 
Church and Its Mysteries,” Spanish priest Antonio Lorera y 
Abio notes that in the Mass the “Lamb of God” or “Agnus 
Dei” is said three times so that God would free us “from 
present, past, and future evils and forgive us the sins 
committed by thought, word, and deed.” 

At the end of July 2022, Cardinal Timothy Dolan, the 
archbishop of New York, in a brief explanation on X on the 
importance of the number 3, further emphasized that 
Catholics say several phrases three times in the Mass to 
remember the Holy Trinity, the One and Triune God: 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
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Teachers: The Architects of Our Future 


On a crisp autumn morning, as students file into classrooms 
across our nation, on the 5th of September, there is a palpable 
sense of excitement in the air. It is Teachers’ Day — a national 
celebration that honours the unsung heroes who shape our minds 
and our future. But what makes this day so special, and why does it 
hold such significance in our hearts and societies? 

The concept of honouring teachers and educators dates back 
centuries, but the modern Teachers’ Day has its roots in the early 
20th century. In India, the birthday of Dr. Sarvepalli 
Radhakrishnan, a renowned scholar, politician, philosopher and 
statesman and the country's second President, is celebrated as 
Teachers' Day on September 5th. This tradition began in 1962 
when students approached Dr. Radhakrishnan to celebrate his 
birthday, and he suggested honouring teachers instead. 

In the Indian culture a teacher is compared to a god. As the saying 
goes, “Guru Devo Bhava” meaning a guru (teacher) is a god. A 
guru is highly revered and respected in the Indian society because 
he/she performs godly functions like planting the qualities of 
goodness, nurturing and fostering the qualities of goodness and 
weeding out the bad qualities from the young minds of children. 
Around the world, Teachers’ Day is a kaleidoscope of cultural 
traditions and heartfelt gestures: In China, Teachers' Day falls on 
September 10th, coinciding with the birth of Confucius, the 
"Model Teacher for All Ages." Argentina celebrates on September 
11th, honouring Domingo Faustino Sarmiento, a former 
president and education advocate. In Thailand, January 16th 
marks Teachers' Day with elaborate ceremonies where students 
pay respect to their teachers in a tradition called "Wai Kru." In 
Russia it is celebrated on 5th October and in the USA on the first 
Tuesday of May. In the UK 19th June. These diverse celebrations 
underscore a universal truth: the profound impact teachers have 
on societies across cultures and continents. 

All of us can think back to that one teacher who believed in us 
when no one else did. Remember how their words of 
encouragement echoed in our mind long after we left our 
classroom? This is the magic of teaching — its impact reverberates 
through generations. 

Teachers are more than just instructors. They are mentors who 
guide us through life's challenges, they are inspirers who ignite 
our passion for learning and enkindle our minds, they are change 
makers who drive societal progress through education. Brad 
Henry says,"A good teacher can inspire hope, ignite the 
imagination, and instil alove oflearning." 

In an era of rapid technological advancement and global 
challenges, the role of teachers has never been more crucial. 
Teachers' Day serves as a reminder of Gratitude: a chance to 
express our appreciation for the tireless efforts of educators. 
Recognition: Highlighting the critical role teachers play in 
shaping future generations. Reflection: An opportunity to 
consider the state of education and how we can support our 
teachers better. Inspiration: Encouraging more talented 
individuals to join this noble profession. 

By celebrating Teachers' Day, we are not just saying "thank you" — 
we are investing in the future of education. While having a 
dedicated day to honour teachers is wonderful, the spirit of 
appreciation shouldn't be limited to just one day. 

Educators do what they do because they're passionate about it, 
and they consider the experience of seeing students learn and 
grow a reward in itself. Still, they do enjoy a little heartfelt 
appreciation whenever it comes their way. Even a small gesture of 
gratitude can mean so much to a teacher. A teacher is a teacher 
forever. So, thank one whenever you get achance. 

Let's recommit to showing our teachers how much we value them 
by showing them the love, respect recognition and honour they 
deserve. 
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Letters to the Editor 


Sir, 

The Bombay High Court judgement (Herald 23- 
29 August 2024) that Minority schools are 
outside the ambit of the Right of Children to 
Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009 (RTE 
Act), is in line with 29 July 2022 verdict of the 
Supreme Court which dismissed a Public 
Interest Litigation (PIL) plea that sought 
direction to bring minority educational 
institutions under the ambit of RTE. 

However Article 30(1) which reads: “All 
minorities, whether based on religion or 
language, shall have the right to establish and 
administer educational institutions of their 
choice,” does not block church-run educa- 
tional institutions from reserving 25% seats for 
economically-disadvantaged students. After all 
these institutions profess their mission and 
vision are to serve the poor and 25% quota 
would also include students from the Christian 
community. Therefore, the caption INDIAN 


CHURCH-RUN SCHOOLS NOT BOUND TO 
ADMIT POOR STUDENTS looks obtrusive and 
unchristian. 

In fact, reserving 25% seats for students from 
weaker sections will be in keeping with church- 
run educational institutions’ ethos of serving 
the marginalised, bring them on par with 
others and will effectively stop their being 
made a target of fanatic groups/vested interests 
for “not admitting students under this quota" 
as Father Maria Charles, Secretary of the CBCI 
office of Education, said. However, if we insist 
more on the letter (law) than the spirit, then the 
petitioner's 2022 PIL that "the goals of attaining 
free and compulsory education to all children 
in age group 6-14 is not possible ifthe minority 
institutions are completely kept outside the net 
of RTE Act and that the rights guaranteed to the 
minority educational institutions under Article 
30(1) are subject to reasonable restrictions" will 
revisit us. -ISAAC HAROLD GOMES 


Sir, 

Iread your editorial on the mystery of evil in the 
last issue of this paper. It is commendable that 
you brought up this topic. While there are no 
satisfactory philosophical answers to the 
problem of evil; there abound theological 
answers to evil. For instance, the contributions 
of St. Augustine towards the formulation of a 
concrete Christian theodicy needs to be 
discussed. Later, within your religion, we have 
St. Thomas of Aquinas's long discussions on 
evil. It is important that we carry on what you 
have begun in the last editorial in this paper. 
Within my lineage of Tantra, which traces itself 
to Sage Vashishtha through to Baba Vamdeb to 
Shankari Baba to Baba Shital Prasad in an 
unbroken lineage of Guru-shishya Parampara, 
we too have tried to tackle the problem of evil in 
ways very different from Sri Adi Shankaracharya 
Bhagavadpada's, apophatic methods. The basic 
assumptions of my lineage/charism within 
Hinduism match with the Roman Catholic 
understanding of evil. In fact, this had promp- 
ted me to research Catholic Patristics and 
Catholic theodicy for my doctoral work. Al, for 
instance, poses a new threat to humanity with 
its ability to simulate friendships in a lonely and 
cooling world. We need to reread St. Augustine 
and the Church Fathers to combat this new form 
evil has taken. St. Thomas of Aquinas and Sri 
Abhinavagupta should be read synoptically; not 
St. Thomas Aquinas and Advaita Vedantins 
together as had been the norm. Evil is very real. 
Both Roman Catholicism and my lineage are 
certain about this. 


I praise the efforts begun by Fr. Sunil Rosario in 
the last issue of this paper --- he has begun the 
history of the Roman Catholic Church in Bengal. 
This is important because his views as a 
diocesan priest will be less biased than any 
Catholic Religious’ historiography since a 
Religious will naturally tend to highlight their 
own congregation. And Fr. Rosario is a Bengali. 
Plus, his age and experience over the decades 
puts him at a vantage point in charting the 
Roman Church's history thoroughly. Unless he 
continues to write here and expand these brief 
vignettes into longer online essays, something 
essential will be lost to Bengalis and the Church 
at large --- the truly Catholic nature of the 
Catholic Church in Bengal. It is a unique history 
which has been shaped by the worldviews of a 
Bengal which perhaps is lost forever. I hope Fr. 
Rosario will later define fully what is meant by 
the Church in Bengal. Is the hierarchical 
Church's history alone which needs mapping; if 
so, where would a person like I be situated? As a 
Tantric, when I write here and elsewhere I do not 
see Hinduism as being confined to normative 
Hindus alone. Those who help me in my 
ministry, are also anonymous Hindus. I urge Fr. 
Sunil to consider the fallibilist and process 
theology involved in constructing the idea of the 
Church in Bengal. Post humanism demands 
that we calibrate our theologies to accommo- 
date religious pluralism. Both Roman Catholic 
and Tantric theologies are Prophetic theologies. 
They challenge the zeitgeist. 

Dr. Subhasis Chattopadhyay 


Various terms for teachers in Sanskrit 


General definitions of these terms are: 


1. An Adhyapak is one who imparts knowledge or information, 


2. An Upadhyay is one who imparts knowledge, information 
and helps in building good understanding or comprehension. 


3. An Archarya is one who imparts skills. 


4. A Pandit is one who can provide a deep insight into a subject. 
5. A Dhrista is one who has a visionary view and can teach youl 


think in that manner. 


Adhyapak (adhyapaka) 
Upadhyaya (upadhyaya 
Acharya (&carya) 
Pandit (pandita) 
Drishta (drsta) 
Guru (gurQ) 


6. A Guru is one who can awaken the wisdom in you and lead 


you from darkness to light. 


Remember, that these terms are "Roles" that an individual is playing at any point of time. They 
can be a "Guru" for some and a Pandit for someone else while practicing formally as teachers, 
that is as an "Adhyapak" for their students. For instance, a teacher maybe a "Guru" for his family 
and his word maybe the last one when it comes to family matters. Some people may consult him 
as a "Pandit" in the area of his technical expertise. At the same time, he maybe a "Drishta" for 


some. 
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Saint of the Day for September 5 


Saint Teresa of Calcutta 


Mother Teresa of Calcutta, the 
tiny woman recognized 
throughout the world for her 
work among the poorest of the 
poor, was beatified October 
19, 2003. Among those present 
were hundreds of Missionaries 
of Charity, the order she 
founded in 1950, as a diocesan 
religious community. Today 
the congregation also includes 
contemplative sisters and 
brothers, and an order of 
priests. 

Born to Albanian parents in 
what is now Skopje, 
Macedonia, Gonxha (Agnes) Bojaxhiu was the 
youngest of the three children who survived. 
For a time, the family lived comfortably, and 
her father's construction business thrived. But 
life changed overnight following his unexpe- 
cted death. 

During her years in public school, Agnes 
participated in a Catholic sodality and showed 
a strong interest in the foreign missions. At age 
18, she entered the Loreto Sisters of Dublin. It 
was 1928 when she said goodbye to her mother 
for the final time and made her way to a new 
land and a new life. The following year she was 
sent to the Loreto novitiate in Darjeeling, India. 
There she chose the name Teresa and prepared 
for a life of service. She was assigned to a high 
school for girls in Calcutta, where she taught 
history and geography to the daughters of the 
wealthy. But she could not escape the realities 
around her—the poverty, the suffering, the 
overwhelming numbers of destitute people. 

In 1946, while riding a train to Darjeeling to 
make a retreat, Sister Teresa heard what she 
later explained as “a call within a call. The 
message was Clear. I was to leave the convent 
and help the poor while living among them.” 
She also heard a call to give up her life with the 
Sisters of Loreto and instead, to “follow Christ 
into the slums to serve him among the poorest 
of the poor.” 

After receiving permission to leave Loreto, 
establish a new religious community, and 
undertake her new work, Sister Teresa took a 
nursing course for several months. She 
returned to Calcutta, where she lived in the 
slums and opened a school for poor children. 
Dressed in a white sari and sandals-the 
ordinary dress of an Indian woman-she soon 
began getting to know her neighbors—espe- 
cially the poor and sick—and getting to know 
their needs through visits. 

The work was exhausting, but she was not 
alone for long. Volunteers who came to join her 
in the work, some of them former students, 
became the core of the Missionaries of Charity. 
Others helped by donating food, clothing, 
supplies, and the use of buildings. In 1952, the 
city of Calcutta gave Mother Teresa a former 
hostel, which became a home for the dying and 
the destitute. As the order expanded, services 
were also offered to orphans, abandoned 
children, alcoholics, the aging, and street 
people. 

For the next four decades, Mother Teresa 
worked tirelessly on behalf of the poor. Her love 
knew no bounds. Nor did her energy, as she 
crisscrossed the globe pleading for support and 
inviting others to see the face of Jesus in the 
poorest of the poor. In 1979, she was awarded 


- 


the Nobel Peace Prize. 

In her 87 years, this formidable woman's 
mission to help the poorest of the world was a 
pounding thirst she tried urgently to quench. 
With hands gnarled by time and a face 
weathered by age, Mother Teresa—who 
founded the Missionaries of Charity in 
1950—braved the polluted and overcrowded 
streets of India and beyond, embracing people 
whom many feared to touch, advocating for the 
world's most forgotten citizens. 

A true visionary, this holy woman saw past the 
wounds of lepers and comforted the sick as 
they wrestled with death. Simply, no person 
was beyond her capacity for love and 
assistance. 

She thought herself to be in no better company 
than when she surrounded herself with the 
poor. Not only did she align herself with those 
living on the barren outskirts of society; she 
madeahome there. 

ABlessed Woman 

Edging just past five feet in height, she was nota 
physically imposing figure. Yet her arms were 
long enough to embrace the thousands she saw 
as her own children. 

To this blessed woman, no person in need of 
help was turned away, and anyone with an able 
body and a willing heart could join her family of 
workers. In her eyes, we were all children of 
God—the crippled, the healthy, the weak and 
the strong. We are all one body, one family. 

In the sores of the lepers, she saw the wounds of 
Christ; in the hearts of the workers, she saw 
salvation. To those who felt called to such work, 
regardless of their nationality, religion or 
worldview, this “Saint of the Gutters” took 
them each by the hand and seemed to say, with 
unwavering hope, “Come with me.” 

Pope Francis on Mother Teresa 

“Give us, Lord, your grace, in you we place our 
hope!” Like the Psalmist, how many times, in 
moments of interior desolation, Mother Teresa 
also repeated to her Lord: “Inyou, in youl hope, 
my God!” 

Let us praise this littke woman enamored of 
God, humble messenger of the Gospel and 
tireless benefactor of humanity. We honor in 
her one of the most outstanding personalities 
of our time. Let us accept her message and 
follow her example. 

On September 5, 1997, God called her home. 
Blessed Teresa was canonized by Pope Francis 
on September 4, 2016. Mother Teresa's 
beatification, just over six years after her death, 
was part of an expedited process put into effect 
by Pope John Paul II. Like so many others 
around the world, he found her love for the 
Eucharist, for prayer, and for the poor a model 
for all to emulate. 
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Twenty-second Ordinary Sunday [B]- Sunday September 1 
(Dt 4:1-2, 6-8; Jas 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27; Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23) 


Introduction: Today's readings explain that true religion is not simply a 
scrupulous, external observance of rules, laws, traditions and rituals. It 
is, instead, a loving, obedient relationship with God expressed in 
obeying His Commandments, worshipping Him, recognizing His 
presence in other human beings and rendering them loving and humble 
service. Prayers, rituals, Sacraments, and religious practices are our 
God-given helps to practice this true religion in our daily lives. 
Scripture lessons summarized: The first reading explains that 
religion is a Covenant relationship with a caring, providing, and 
protecting God, fostered by keeping His Commandments given through 
Moses. God gave Israel the Law so that the Israelites might keep their 
Covenant with Yahweh and thank Him for His love and fidelity to His 
Chosen People. The Law was also intended to keep them a united, holy, 
and intelligent nation, proud of their powerful, protective, single God. 
In the second reading, St. James defines true religion as keeping the 
word of God and doing His will by helping the needy, the poor, and the 
weak in the community. He challenges Christians to become doers of 
the word, not merely hearers. 

In today's Gospel, Jesus describes true religion as serving God and all 
His children with a pure and holy heart. The Gospel explains the 
encounter of Jesus with the Sanhedrin observers and the Pharisees who 
had been sent to assess Jesus' unique, controversial teachings. These 
experts had found Jesus' teachings an open violation of the “Traditions 
of the Elders,” and judged Jesus' implied and spoken claims 
blasphemous. They also noticed that Jesus' disciples omitted the 
required ritual washing before meals. It was in the fifth century BC that 
the scribes started adding oral traditions as interpretations and 
practical applications of the Mosaic Law. The Pharisees observed them 
and insisted that all the Jews should do so. The original noble purpose 
was to sanctify the daily lives of the people, making them “holy as God is 
holy” (“You are a priestly kingdom, a holy nation” — Ex 19:6), and liveda 
different in lifestyle from their pagan neighbors. Jesus uses the occasion 
as a teachable moment to give them the following lessons: 1) Don't 
teach human “rules” as dogmas of Faith. 2) Sincerity of heart, internal 
disposition, purity, and holiness are more important than mere external 
ritual observances. 3) Keep your heart holy as it is the source of sins, 
vices and evil habits. The observance of traditions and of washing rituals 
does not correct the internal motivations and inclinations that really 
defile people. 4) External piety without internal holiness is hypocrisy. 
Life messages: 1) We need to learn and keep the spirit of the Church's 
laws and ritual practices. For example, our Sunday obligation is 
intended to allow us to worship God in the parish community, to offer 
our lives to God, to ask His pardon for sins, to thank God for His 
blessings, and to receive Divine Life and strength from Him in Holy 
Communion. Our daily family prayers are meant to thank God for His 
blessings, to present the family's needs before God, to ask pardon for our 
sins, to maintain the spirit of unity and love in the family, and to keep a 
close relationship with God. 

2) Let us avoid the tendency to become “cafeteria Christians” — that is, 
to choose certain Commandments and Church laws to follow, while 
ignoring the others as we choose certain food items and ignore others in 
acafeteria. 

Homily starter anecdote: Traditions as “fences around the Law” to 
protect it. One writer shares the following “fences” created by the Jews. 
“For example, looking in the mirror was forbidden, because if you 
looked into the mirror on the Sabbath day and sawa gray hair, you might 
be tempted to pull it out and thus perform work on the Sabbath. You also 
could not wear your false teeth; if they fell out, you would have to pick 
them up and you would be working. In regard to carrying a burden, you 
could not carry a handkerchief on the Sabbath, but you could wear a 
handkerchief. That meant if you were upstairs and wanted to take the 
handkerchief downstairs, you would have to tie it around your neck, 
walk downstairs, and untie it. Then you could blow your nose 
downstairs! The rabbis debated about a man with a wooden leg: if his 
home caught on fire, could he carry his wooden leg out of the house on 
the Sabbath? One could spit on the Sabbath, but you had to be careful 
where. If it landed on the dirt and you scuffed it with your sandal, you 
would be cultivating the soil and thus performing work.” - It's easy to 
see how foolish such man-made rules had become! Again, the problem 
with these rules were not God's rules; they were rules made by men 
seeking to control other men. 
(https://frtonyshomilies.com/). 


- Fv. Anthony Kadavil 
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FATHER MERVYN CARAPIET 
MEMORIAL LECTURE 2024 


Veteran Preacher remembered at lecture 


By Isaac Harold Gomes 


The Archdiocesan Social Communications Commission 
(ASCC) conducted the 2024 Father Mervyn Carapiet 
Memorial Lecture. The topic “Social Media Presence: A 
Catholic Perspective” was elucidated by Fr George 
Plathottam SDB, Executive Secretary of Federation of Asian 
Bishops' Conferences (FABC) Office of Social Communi- 
cations, and the event's keynote speaker. The venue was 
Archbishop's House, Main Hall, Kolkata. 

At the outset, Fr George remembered late Father Mervyn 
Carapiet who was his teacher in Shillong: a prolific writer, 
master of several languages and above all a man of humour. 
Several members of the audience attended the programme 
to hear on Fr Mervyn's witty writings and speeches. Then, 
Fr George straightaway approached the main topic through 
a very compact PowerPoint presentation captioned: 
“Towards Full Presence - A Pastoral Reflection on 
Engagement with Social Media,” compiled by the Dicastery 
for Social Communications, and approved by Pope Francis, 
and therefore, part of the Magisterium. 

The slides were divided into: 

1.Today's Communication Context (Digital Age, New 
Environment, Cultivating Relationships, Social Media, 
Artificial Intelligence, Social Media has spaces for all/all 


groups). 

2.How Christians should engage in Social Media 
(reflection on using digital media to promote 
neighbourliness) 

3. How to Journey along Digital Highways? 

4.World Communications Day Messages (Call to 
promote respect, dialogue and friendship). 

5.Social Networks — New spaces for Evangelization 
(Forms of Dialogue and Debates, Unity between 
individuals, Responsibility & Truthfulness). 

6.What Are We Trying to Convey? (Message, Certain 
Value, Hope, Life, Love). 

7.Seeing and Communication (invitation to “Come 
and See.”) 

8.Listening with the Heart (St Augustine: “Do not 
~ have your heart in your ears, but your ears in your 
= heart”). 

9.The Parable of the Good Samaritan (Who is my 
neighbour?). We must reimagine our role in today's 
Digital World considering the world is a global 
village (Covid-19 case- everyone was impacted). 
10.Digital World handles many tasks (Economy, 
Education, Governance, Information Sharing). 
Covid-19 has hastened this process. 

11.Dichotomy between Online Versus Offline; 
Digital versus face-to-face. 

12.Convergence of Communication - Transfor- 
ming Social Media into a convergence of Core Values and 
Beliefs for Common Good. 

13.Digital Divide — Pitfalls to avoid: Many lack access to 
digital facilities (e.g. real-time Online education in rural 
areas due to slow internet speed or instant access to goings- 
on around the world); Social media is leading many towards 
individualism, indifference, polarization, and extremism; 
individuals often do not treat each other as human beings. 
14.Well-concerted divide between “us” and “them (for vote 
banks). 

15.Need for the Christian style to be reflective and not 
reactive (trolls) on social media. 

16.Harnessing the Power of Social Media for Common Good 
(Crowdfunding for someone in need). 

17.Christians should be known for their availability to: 
listen, treat people with respect. 

Incidentally one of the members in the audience, who had 
come along with Fr Dominic Gomes, Vicar General, was Fr 
Mervyn's own niece Ms. Marina Chakraborty. 

The enlightening event ended with a brief question-answer 
session. One suggestion was to conduct such programmes 
invernaculars also. 


Minor Seminarians motivated for Gospel Sharing — 


By I.P. Sarto 


Krishnagar : Minor Seminarians at the Spiri- 
tuality center, Amghata in Krishnagar were 
motivated for Gospel sharing. During two days 
orientation, August 23 to 24, 2024 at St. John 
Vianney Spirituality Center they were intro- 
duced to the seven steps of Gospel sharing. 

Srs. Roshita, SCCG from Kalna and Seline, SP 
from Krishnagar and Fr I.P. Sarto from 
Burdwan explained to them the methods of 
Gospel sharing with various examples. They 
were also taught how to venerate the Bible. Fr. 
Sarto gave them a brief on the importance of 
the Word of God. They were also helped to 
understand the need of Basic Ecclesial 
communities in the parishes 

Mr. Sukumar Baroi and Mr. Ashis Mondal, 
active BEC animators of Cathedral parish, 


Krishnagar shared with the seminarians their 
experience of Basic Ecclesial Communities 
(BEC). They shared with them the important 
role of priests during the BEC meetings. They 
encouraged them to commit their lives for the 
welfare of the people of God. 

The seminarians conducted beautiful Bible 
procession. They were introduced to BEC way 
of life in the seminary. They found the sessions 
very enriching and promised to keep the Bible _ 
as the center of their lives and to read it 
meditatively. 

Fr. Joseph Punnassery, Rector of the seminary # 
organized the orientation session. There are 20 
seminarians from seven dioceses of Bengal 
and Jharkhand doing their spirituality course. 
The seminarians assured to have Gospel 
sharing once a weekin the seminary. 


A short history of 
Fr Mervyn Carapiet 


By Sr. Sofia Thomas FSP 

Fr Mervyn was born on July 10, 1933. A late 
entrant into the priesthood, as a young man he 
worked at the erstwhile Gresham and Craven, a 
firm in Calcutta, after completing his educa- 
tion at St. Joseph's College, Bow Bazar. He was 
ordained a priest on October 3, 1961 and 
having studied Christian Ethics at Lateran 
University, Rome, for many years he was a 
resident professor of moral theology and 
formator at the Morning Star Regional Semi- 
nary, Barrackpore. A renowned moral theolo- 
gian, Fr. Mervyn was also a prolific writer. Most 
of his writing dealt with Christian Theological 
matters, homilies and moral issues. Some of 
his books include “The Tension Anthropology 
of Vatican II” (1978) and “The Virtues” (1985). 
He wrote thousands of articles in leading 
theological journals including “Vidyajyoti 
Journal of Theological Reflection”, “Indian 
Journal of Theology” and several Catholic 
publications, including columns in "The 
Herald" - were always thought provoking. 
Much ahead of contemporary priests, Fr. 
Mervyn realised early the power ofthe Internet, 
and used to blog extensively from 2009. In 
1995, Fr Carapiet was one of the speakers at the 
general assembly of the Episcopal Conference 
of Catholic Bishops of the Latin Rite in 
Calcutta. Multilingual, he also knew, Latin, 
Greek, Italian, Spanish and German! After 
retirement, the priest continued to serve first at 
Christ the King Church and then St. Thomas' 
Church, Kolkata, and endeared himself to the 
parishioners. His sermons were always 
thought-provoking, while his dry sense of 
humour caught many off-guard. On 14-09- 
2020, Father Mervyn Carapiet died suddenly, 
while serving at St. Thomas' church. He was 87, 
and just a year short of the Diamond Jubilee of 
his priesthood. 

The holy and devout Father Mervyn Carapiet 
was a rare personality and a rare priest. 
Learned yet unassuming, wise yet humble, 
direct yet kind. Truly, he was that proverbial 
man of “high thinking and simple living” ... but 
those high thoughts were communicated by 
him in a simple, lucid manner, endearing him 
to seminary students and lay people alike. 
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AAVO- CHRISTI 2024: A CLC FEST 


ST. XAVIER'S patent tebe SCHOOL 


WESENTS 


By Vivaan Eric Leicester 


On the 31st of July, 2024, St. Xavier's 
Collegiate School celebrated the feast of 
St. Ignatius of Loyola. The celebration 
began with a Eucharist at Fr. Delepchin 
Auditorium. Six parish priests of the 
neighbouring churches and the students 
of classes 3-12 accompanied by their 
parents participated in the Eucharist to 
thank God for the gift of St. Ignatius of 
Loyola-—a soldier saint. 

The Christian Life Community (CLC) of 
the school organized their annual fest, 
XAVO-CHRISTI 2024, to mark this day. 
Eleven schools participated in eight 
events on the theme: 'Communion with 
saints'. Xavo-Compose and Xavo-Art 
gave opportunity to the students of 
classes 6-8 to express their thoughts and 
reflections on the theme. The students of 
classes 9-12 participated in Xavo-Quiz, 


Xavo-Music and Xavo-Dance competi- 
tions. The motion for the Xavo-Debate 
was: 'In today's world, social media acts 
as hindrance to one's spiritual growth’. 
The Christian students of different 
schools were felicitated for their 
exceptional academic performance in 
ICSE and ISC examinations, 2024. The 
day concluded with the award ceremony. 
The runners-up position was shared 
between St. Xavier's Collegiate School 
and Loreto Day School, Dharamtala. The 
overall winner of XAVO-CHRISTI 2024 
was Loreto Day School, Sealdah. 
XAVO-CHRISTI 2024 was not just a series 
of events but a spiritual journey remin- 
ding us of the beauty of coming together 
in faith to celebrate the teachings of 
Christ and the legacy of St. Ignatius of 
Loyola. 


REMEMBERING MOTHER ON HER 


114th BIRTH ANNIVERSARY 


By Sylvia Mayne 
In the words of Mother Teresa- 'Not all of 
us can do great things, but we can do 
small things with great love.’ 


renewed this power each day from the 
Holy Eucharist. Both Sr. Lynn and_ Sr. 
Constancea - General Secretary of the 

Missionaries of Charity, 


This is what the Catholic Asso- 
ciation of Bengal did on the 
26th August 2024 (Monday) at 
Mother's Tomb in Mother 
House. The CAB celebrated 
the birthday of this great Saint 
from the City of Joy, who is also 
lovingly called the' Saint of the 
Gutters.’ St. Mother Teresa's 
birthday is a day of reflection 
on her selfless contribution to 
humanity, and a reminder of 
the power of compassion and 
service. 

The CAB central executive committee 
gathered together at 5.30pm at Mothers 
Tomb for a prayer service. The prayer 
service began with a short welcome by Fr. 
Devraj Fernandes and an opening prayer 
led by Fr. Navin. This was followed by a 
Bible reading by the President, Mrs. 
Angelina Mantosh Jasnani. Fr Devraj in 
his short Homily reiterated the truth 
about Mother Teresa. As a young 
Seminarian she told him to be a holy 
priest. She believed that whatever she did 
for humanity was through Jesus. She 


were a part of the Prayer 
Service, Sr. Constancea 
in her short message said 
that Mother Teresa chose 
Calcutta to be her place 
of work and eternal rest. 
The intercessory prayers 
that followed were so 
powerful and meaning- 
ful special intention was 
for peace in the city in the 
midst ofsuch unrest. 

Mr. Michael Anthony 
added meaning to the entire prayer 
service with the beautiful hymns he sang 
while he simultaneously played his 
keyboard. The CAB Treasurer- Mr. Colin 
Fitzgerald, reverently conducted the 
entire prayer service. 

The CAB has always been very active and 
prompt in organizing these prayer 
services, to pay respect and homage to 
their patron- Saint Mother Teresa of 
Calcutta. We intercede to bless all the 
members, specially the Central Office 
bearers, who selflessly serve humanity. 


By Gloria Singh & Christle Rebeca Das 


Independence Day was celebrated at 
Infant Jesus Church, Behala on 18th 
August 2024. The thrilling program was 
filled with splendid performances 
showcased by the Sunday school children 
and youth of the parish. Rev Fr. John 
Soren the vice principal of St. Anthony’s 
school was the chief guest for the day. It 
was well organised by JC Youth. It all 
started with a mesmerizing welcome 
speech followed by a welcome dance. To 
boost the true spirit of patriotism young 
people sang some patriotic songs too. 
Soon after the melodious experience the 
audience's attention was drawn towards 
a dance performed by little children of JC 
who have displayed the same spirit of 
patriotism through their performance. 
Soon after that the young boys and girls 
enthralled the audience through their 
powerful and energetic performances 
acknowledging love and gratitude 
towards our country A patriotic medley 
was sung by the youth members to 
solemnize the day. The Vice Principal of 
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Meghmala school, Sr. Lavina, gave a 
speech addressing the hard work and 
potentiality of the youth. The most 
important performance was a dance by 
the female youth members in order to 
promote women empowerment, by 
giving a message to the society to end 
Gender Discrimination and violence 
against women, which was followed by a 
group dance. The program came to a 
close with an inspiring speech by our 
Chief Guest Rev Fr. John Soren and a vote 
of thanks by Ms. Sylvia David, the 
secretary of the Parish Council. The event 
was concluded by the National Anthem. 

The feedback given by the audience was 
extremely positive. The Youth was praised 
for their immense hard work and for 
organizing such a wonderful event. We 
are privileged and grateful to have Fr. 
Shyam Charan Mandi and Fr. Vanathu 
Raja to guide us every step of the way. It is 
the result of their love and support that 
the youth of Infant Jesus Church could 
organize such a successful Independence 
Day celebration. 


St. Teresa's Church celebrates 
the 78th Independence Day 


By Dominic Panja 

St. Teresa's Church celebrated the 78th 
Independence Day of our country and 
the Feast of the Assumption of our 
Blessed Virgin Mary with pomp and 
fanfare. 


iF I os 

The event was marked by various 
activities, including a cultural program by 
the students of St. John Berchmans' 
School, a thrilling Badminton Tourna- 
ment by our St. Teresa's Youth, and an 
Independence Day program.(cond. on P11) 
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Revisiting the Vatican II Documents 


Dei Verbum: Reintroducing Divine Revelation 
in a Changing World 


Part74 


VATICAN 
COUNCIL 


I] 


By Sacaria Joseph, SJ 


Introduction. 

Traditionally, the Catholic Church main- 
tained that the Bible, in its original form, 
was inspired by the Holy Spirit and 
faithfully conveyed God's message. It was 
considered unerring in matters of faith 
and morals, thus serving as an authori- 
tative source of divine truth and revelation. 
However, the 20th century gave rise to a 
seismic shift in the intellectual and 
cultural landscape of the world. Scientific 
advancements, philosophical debates, 
and a growing interest in biblical studies 
posed new challenges to traditional 
Christian beliefs, including views on 
Scripture, revelation, Tradition, and the 
Magisterium. 

In response to this evolving context, Dei 
Verbum, the Dogmatic Constitution on 
Divine Revelation, was promulgated by 
Pope Paul VI in 1965. This document was 
crafted to address contemporary con- 
cerns while maintaining the core tenets of 
Christian faith. 

Dei Verbum tried to renew the engage- 
ment of the Church with modern society 
by revisiting and clarifying essential 
concepts of divine revelation. It re- 
examined the roles of Scripture and 
Tradition and the role of the Church as the 
interpreter of these sources, seeking to 
align the teachings of the Church with 
both historical understanding and 
contemporary insights. 


Nature and Sources of 


Revelation 

At the heart of Dei Verbum is the affirma- 
tion that God reveals Himself to humanity 
through both Sacred Scripture and Sacred 
Tradition — two inseparable sources 
flowing from a single divine wellspring. 
Neither takes precedence over the other; 
both are essential to the Christian faith 
and must be equally honoured as the 
sacred deposit of God's Word. 

The document asserts that God's self- 
revelation is more than a collection of 
historical facts; itis a divine discourse that 
makes God known and accessible to 
humanity. This revelation invites people 
into a deeper relationship with God, 


unveiling His will and the mystery of 
salvation through both historical events 
and the teachings contained in Scripture. 
Dei Verbum emphasises that the Holy 
Spirit guides the Church not only in 
interpreting Scripture but also in proclai- 
ming it to the world. 

Transmission and Interpre- 
tation of Revelation 

Divine revelation, initiated in the Old 
Testament and fulfilled in Jesus Christ, isa 
dynamic process that continues through 
apostolic Tradition. This living trans- 
mission of God's Word, entrusted to the 
Apostles and their successors, is safeguar- 
ded and interpreted by the Church under 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

The Church, guided by the Holy Spirit, is 
the faithful custodian and interpreter of 
this Tradition. The Magisterium, the 
teaching office of the Church, is entrusted 
with authentically interpreting both 
Sacred Scripture and Sacred Tradition. It 
is important to note that the Magisterium 
serves the Word of God and does not claim 
authority over it. 

Sacred Scripture, inspired by the Holy 
Spirit, is a fundamental source of divine 
revelation. To be understood correctly, it 
must be interpreted within the living 
context of the tradition of the Church. 
Careful attention to the literary forms 
used by biblical authors is essential for 
discerning both the original meaning and 
the deeper message of God. 

Tradition preserves the fullness of the 
Word of God and transmits it to future 
generations. It enables the Church to 
interpret Scripture authentically in the 
context of each era while remaining 
faithful to the original revelation. 


The Role of Scripture in the 
Life of the Church 


Dei Verbum affirms the centrality of 
Sacred Scripture in the life and mission of 
the Church. The document encourages 
believers to engage deeply with Scripture 
through personal prayer, study, and 
reflection. This dynamic participation is 
crucial for spiritual growth and a pro- 
found understanding of the faith. 

As the living Word of God, Scripture 
provides ongoing guidance, inspiration, 
and revelation to believers. It serves as the 
foundation of Christian faith, shaping the 
beliefs, practices, and identity of the 
Church. Through the pages of Scripture, 
believers encounter God's self-disclosure 
and the message of salvation. 

Regular engagement with Scripture 
nourishes both individual and communal 
spirituality, inviting reflection on God's 
promises and their application to daily 
life. The living Tradition of the Church 


provides the essential context for 
interpreting Scripture faithfully and 
fostering unity among believers. 


Revelation and Christology 
Central to Dei Verbum is the Christolo- 
gical foundation of revelation. Jesus 
Christ, the Word made flesh, is recognised 
as the definitive revelation of God to 
humanity. Through His life, teachings, 
death, and resurrection, Christ fully 
reveals the Father's love and salvific plan 
for all. Christ is the mediator and 
culmination of God's self-disclosure, 
allowing humanity to comprehend the 
divine nature and purpose. Both Scrip- 
ture and Tradition are essential for 
understanding this revelation. 

The Second Vatican Council sought to 
correct misunderstandings of revelation 
prevalent in earlier theological thought, 
particularly those influenced by Neo- 
Scholasticism which tried to reduce 
revelation to abstract propositions about 
God. Dei Verbum reasserts revelation as a 
personal encounter with God through 
Christ, rather than merely a set of 
propositions. It presents Scripture as a 
living Word that continues to speak to 
believers, inviting deeper engagement 
and understanding. 

Emphasising the relational and dynamic 
nature of revelation, Dei Verbum has 
significantly shaped contemporary 
theology. It calls for a renewed focus on 
the biblical foundations of faith and 
Christ as the center of Christian life. 


Challenges and Responses 

Dei Verbum responds directly to the 
significant challenges posed by two 
intellectual forces of the modern world — 
historical criticism and secular philosophy. 
Historical criticism, a method of exami- 
ning texts within their historical context, 
emerged as a dominant approach in 
biblical studies. By investigating the 
author, historical and social conditions, 
and intended audience, this method 
seeks to reconstruct the original meaning 
of a text. When applied to the Bible, 
historical criticism viewed it primarily as 
a human document subject to historical 
and literary analysis, challenging the 
traditional understanding of Scripture as 
divinely inspired and inerrant. In 
response, Dei Verbum affirms the value of 
historical and literary analysis while 
maintaining the Bible's divine authority. 
The document emphasises interpreting 
Scripture within its sacred context to fully 
comprehend its meaning. 
Simultaneously, secular philosophies 
arose, asserting that human reason alone 
is sufficient for understanding ultimate 
truths, thus challenging the necessity of 
divine revelation. Dei Verbum counters 


this by affirming the compatibility of faith 
and reason while emphasising the 
indispensability of divine revelation for 
comprehending truths beyond human 
capacity. The document highlights God's 
initiative in revealing Himself through 
Christ and Scripture as foundational to 
Christian faith. 


Conclusion 

Dei Verbum marks a pivotal shift in the 
approach of the Church to Scripture and 
Tradition, profoundly influencing 
Catholic theology and ecclesial life. By 
affirming Scripture and Tradition as 
complementary expressions of the Word 
God, it ushered in a new era of biblical 
scholarship and engagement. 

Prior to Dei Verbum, biblical literacy was 
largely confined to clergy and scholars. 
However, the document emphasised the 
universal significance of the Scripture, 
empowering Catholics to cultivate a 
deeper personal relationship with God 
through regular engagement with His 
Word. This revitalised focus spurred a 
proliferation of biblical resources and 
ignited a widespread movement of 
personal Bible study among the laity. 

In essence, Dei Verbum democratised 
Scripture, transforming it from a clergy- 
centric text to a central element of 
Catholic life and personal prayer. The 
document harmonised traditional 
exegesis with modern scholarly methods, 
fostering a comprehensive and critical 
understanding of the Bible within its 
historical and cultural context. 

Dei Verbum concludes with a compelling 
call to action. Equating ignorance of 
Scripture with ignorance of Christ 
Himself, the document underscores the 
imperative of biblical literacy for a 
profound and lived experience of the 
faith. It challenges the Church to embrace 
divine revelation with faith and obedi- 
ence, proclaiming the Gospel and 
engaging the world through dialogue and 
service. Ultimately, Dei Verbum reaffirms 
the enduring relevance of God's revela- 
tion in Jesus Christ, inviting all humanity 
to encounter and respond to the living 
Word of God. 
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Memorial day of demeaning clericalism A Brief History Of i serics: 
and patriarchal slaughter 


ie: 


oa 


By George Pattery 


Kolkata: It's disgusting, to say the least, to read 
the arguments and counter-arguments from 
‘apostolic tradition,’ claims of access to and 
support of Vatican officials in the Oriental 
Congregation, and of being the beloved of the 
Pope, of being a self-governing sui juris church. 
Yet the inability or unwillingness to conduct 
Synod (Bishops only!) meetings with synoda- 
lity and discernment, is glaring, in spite of the 
frequent meetings. Syro-Malabar hierarchy 
stands exposed in this self-inflicted crisis on 
the mode of celebrating the Eucharist. In fact, 
Synod seems to be entrusting itself to the 
mercy of political powers to resolve the crisis. 
All these happening to a land and people - who 
are otherwise rightly credited by international 
agencies with high ranking on indices of social 
progress, health and education, and a beautiful 
landscape that is the envy of the rest of the 
world! —'god's own country’, ruled by Marxists 
who could easily be considered atheists or 
theists, depending on one's perspective! 

When Tradition becomes an unbearable, 
enslaving baggage. 

Today NT scholars across the world agree that 
the central teaching of Jesus of the gospels was 
on the 'reign of God’, and Jesus was focused on 
teaching and enacting that kingdom. Scholars 
also agree that the Jewish community of the 
time of Jesus was led by 'purity-pollution' 
theories, much as in the ancient Brahmin 
community in India. 

Jesus in the Gospels fiercely critiqued 
‘ritualism, dogmatism and self-righteousness' 
of religious leadership of the time who 
enforced 'purity/pollution' theory in order to 
assume and maintain power over people, 
especially the poor. 

Jesus reconstructs the notion of kingdom by 
eliminating the religious, social and cultural 
boundaries among the people of God. We 
recognise the impact of his radical acts if we 
grasp clearly what socio-cultural-religious 
boundaries are doing to peoples’ lives. The 
boundaries of cleanness within Judaism 
focused on places, people, things, and times. 
For example, for Judaism, the land of Israel was 
holier than any other land; the temple was 
holier than the land; the Holy of Holies was 
more holy than the other parts of the temple; 
the high priest (who alone has access to the 
Holy of Holies) was purer than priests, who 
were purer than Levites, who were purer than 
Israelites. 

Animals and people with blemishes or 
deformities were unclean. Body fluids such as 
spit, blood, and semen were unclean because 
they belonged inside the body. A woman was 
unclean because of her menstrual period. 
Lepers were unclean because their bodies 
broke outin fluid that belonged inside. 


Most of these boundaries 
— cosmological (God on 
- earth is located in the 
Holy of Holies), social 
Jew vs. Gentile, male vs. 
. female, orthodox vs. 
sinner), and bodily 
(abstinence from certain 
foods, avoiding contact 
with certain people, and 
ritual worship) — were 
consciously rejected by 
Jesus. 

It is in this context that 
the Table fellowship of Jesus assumes importa- 
nce, and the reason for the ruling religious class 
of the Jewish community to resist it. Jesus’ 
table-fellowship was an open commensality, 
where people from the north, south, east and 
west- sinners and publicans, could joinin, and 
be part of an open table-fellowship, without 
purity/pollution theories. 

This was one of the most radical acts of Jesus, 
and most resisted by the ruling class. It brings 
forth the universal dimensions of the first 
Exodus from Egypt, but transformed into anew 
community that does not discriminate, and 
exclude; rather takes up the basin, washing the 
feet of one another, and letting be the sign and 
symbol of total self-offering on the cross. All 
these happening not in the sanctuary of the 
Jerusalem temple, but in a rented upper room, 
and in god-forsaken Golgotha — meant for 
blasphemers and traitors. 

Such a radical, self-gifting life of Jesus, was 
intended to bring about the formation of a 
community, reflecting the unconditional, 
boundary breaking out-reach of the Father. 
Jesus summed it up on the cross. The Eucharist 
embodies this radical redefining of the people 
of God. (Cf. W. Randolph Tate; Soares-Prabhu, 
George; Moloney, J.Francis; Crossan, D.John et 
al). 

Patriarchal slaughter. (Poems by Diarmuid 
O'Murchu). 

The night before Passover time anticipates a 
feast, 

While the women sieve the harvest flour and 
add the rising yeast, 

With fruits and herbs to drink, the table now 
prepared, 

In the blessings of abundant life discipleship 
is shared. 

The Patriarchal slaughtered lamb has no 

more blood to shed, 

This is the New Jerusalem — Resurrection lies 
ahead. 

And the women who prepared feast 

With birth-pangs of the rising yeast, 

Must carry forth what food sustains, 

For slaughtered lambs leave scant remains. 
They'll meet again, as male disciples sink in 
doubt, 

Proclaiming to the world that Risen hope has 
broken out! 

The earth is imbued with a power to renew, 
The breadth and the fire of the Spirit, 

Long before the human did ever evolve, 

God's earthly embrace was the heart of true 
love, 

Be at home in the earth and its beauty. 


Church in Bengal = 


By Francis Sunil Rosario 

(Continued...) 

In 1856, Mgr. Oliffe, succeeding Mgr. Carew as Vicar Apostolic of West 
Bengal, asked Propaganda Fide to hand over his Vicariate to the Society of 
Jesus. Three years later the Jesuits of the Belgian Province arrived in 
Calcutta. The Belgian Jesuits who arrived at the end of November 1859 
took charge of this ecclesiastical unit on April 22, 1864. Mgr. Van Heule, 
S.J. was appointed as Vicar Apostolic. When the local hierarchy was 
established in India in 1886, the Vicariate Apostolic of Bengal became the 
Archdiocese of Calcutta. The same year, the Central Mission of Bengal 
which, with added territories to the north became the prefecture of 
Central Bengal in 1879, was established as Diocese of Krishnagar.” 

2.3. Vicariate of West Bengal and Vicariate Apostolic East Bengal, 
1850 

With the erection of the Vicariate of Calcutta and the Vicariate of 
Chittagong in 1845, these ecclesiastical units were renamed in 1850 as the 
Vicariate of West Bengal and Vicariate Apostolic East Bengal. It was the 
beginning of two separate Bengals, 
consisting of two separate units. 
Rev. Msgr. Paul Goethals, S.J. was 
appointed Apostolic Vicar, on 
December 31, 1877. With the esta- 
blishment of the hierarchy in India, 
in 1886 the Vicariate Apostolic 
became the Archdiocese of 
Calcutta and His Grace, Msgr. 
Goethals, its first Archbishop. 
Eventually new Metropolitan Arch- 
dioceses, i.e. Dhaka, Ranchiin 1927 
were erected. As a result of the 
division, out of total number of 
2,95,522 Catholics, a greater majo- 
rity about 2,58,558 went over to 
Ranchi, the emerging mission in tribal belt. Calcutta lost its major 
seminary that began in 1913 under the leadership of Most Rev. 
Meuleman, the second Archbishop of Calcutta. He was a great missionary 
with vision for the local Church. 

3.Bengal Partition (1947) and Catholic Community in Two Bengals 
The national census of 1951 recorded a massive influx into West Bengal of 
Hindu refugees from the Pakistani province of East Bengal. By 1951, the 
recorded number of refugees from the east was 2.1 million people (the 
actual number may have been higher). The refugees came in two main 
waves, the first just after partition and the second in 1950. By May 1948, at 
least 1.1 million Hindus moved to West Bengal from the east, and this first 
wave consisted overwhelmingly of bhadralok (gentlemen), meaning 
highly educated urban professional classes and well-offlanded Hindus of 
rural background. This uprooted mass of highly literate and prosperous 
people were confronted with the challenge of rebuilding their lives from 
scratch, and many, perhaps most, were plunged into hardship and even 
penury. Deeply embittered by the trauma of displacement and the 
marginality and poverty they experienced in West Bengal, this population 
provided the core base for the communists steady rise in West Bengal 
over the next two decades. The highest concentrations of refugees could 
be found in Calcutta's suburbs, in a huge adjoining district called the “24 
Parganas” and in the district of Nadia, just north of the 24 Parganas. 

3.1. Communal Violence of 1947- 1948 

In early 1950, intense communal violence targeted at Hindus erupted in 
East Bengal, and about 1 million more refugees arrived in West Bengal 
from the east. Unlike the first wave of 1947-1948, these refugees were 
largely poor, lower-caste peasants and other non-landowning rural folk 
and faced even worse prospects in displacement. The national census of 
1961 found that over 3 million people in West Bengal were of refugee 
origin. More refugees came in 1964, fleeing another outbreak of 
communal violence in East Pakistan. Of the 10 million people who fled to 
West Bengal and other Indian states from East Pakistan in 1971 during the 
Pakistani army's onslaught against the Bangladesh independence 
uprising, about 70 percent were Hindus, and many did not return to 
liberated Bangladesh. By 1973, the total population of refugee origin in 
West Bengal was over 6 million, nearly a seventh of the state's people, and 
a quarter of the state's urban and semi urban population was of 
refugee origin. 
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Peace and Harmony 


An Urgent call to Build Bridges of 
Peace and Harmony 


By Francis Sunil Rosario 


We are passing through a phase of crisis. It's a 
period of darkness due to emerging conflicts 
among the nations and within the country, attack 
on constitutional rights, challenge to preserve 
democracy. unprecedented violence on issues, 
politicization of religious, socio-economic, 
human rights issues, the breakdown of systems 
in administration etc. As if we have reached 
almost the end of the world. However, in all ages 
such destructive forces were 
present and our leaders have 
fought against such forces. While 
exercising our leadership we 
know well that crisis period is 
also a time to reflect and discern. 
It's also a period to take some 
decisive actions, a period of 
transformation from negativity, 
of our perspective and our 
application of the religious, 
moral, spiritual values into the 
main streamline life. It's a time to build bridges of 
peace through acceptance of differences and our 
fraternity. While celebrating the world day of 
Peace on Jan 1, 2014, entitled 'Fraternity, the 
Foundation and Pathway to Peace' Pope 
Francis said: 

“Fraternity is an essential human quality, for we 
are relational beings. A lively awareness of our 
relatedness helps us to look upon and to treat 
each person as a true sister or brother; without 
fraternity it is impossible to build a just society 
and a solid and lasting peace. We should 
remember that fraternity is generally first 
learned in the family, thanks above all to the 
responsible and complementary roles of each of 
its members, particularly the father and the 
mother. The family is the wellspring of all 
fraternity, and as suchitis the foundation and the 
first pathway to peace, since, by its vocation, it is 
meantto spread its love to the world around.” 

For peace is the fruit of relationships that reco- 
gnize and welcome others in their inalienable 
dignity, and of cooperation and commitment in 
seeking the integral development of all indivi- 
duals and peoples. 

India being a Sovereign, socialist, secular, 
democratic republic, the country assures the 
dignity of individuals and the unity and integrity 
of the Nation. We are called to play a definite role 
to preserve and protect the rights and dignity of 
individuals in society and the world at large. 
South African Archbishop Desmond Tutu (1931- 
2021) envisioned God's dream for the world 
through a message of hope, justice, peace and 
inclusion. He was instrumental in not only AIDs 
activism, but also ending apartheid in South 
Africa. 

He firmly believed that in God's family, there are 
no outsiders. All are insiders. Black and white, 
rich and poor, gay and straight, Jew and Arab, 
Palestinian and Israeli, Roman Catholic and 
Protestant, Serb and Albanian, Hutu and Tutsi, 
Muslim and Christian, Buddhist and Hindu, 
Pakistaniand Indian—all belong.... 

We have heard of God's dream from His prophets 
throughout history and in modern times from 
great leaders and humanitarians like Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and Mahatma Gandhi. King 
spoke ofit ... when he dreamed of the day that the 
sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave 
owners in Georgia would be able “to sit down 
together at the table of brotherhood.” Gandhi 
wrote about it in 1929 when he stated that his 


goal was not just the brotherhood of Indian 
humanity but “the mission of brotherhood of 
man.” 

Pope St. John XXIII on Peace: 

St. John XXIII was a Pope with a vision for the 
society and world at large. His “Pacem in Terris” 
was the first document in Catholic Social 
Teaching to develop at length to give a central 
role to human rights. 

The major contribution of Pacem in Terris 
involves the introduction of the 
topic of peace into the docu- 
ments of Catholic social tea- 
ching. The way in which Pacem 
in Terris develops the topic of 
peace is also most important. In 
this document, John XXIII 
proposes a vision of peace and 
the means or program that 
should be used to make peace 
present in all aspects of our 
world. All people of good will 
must work to bring about peace in all the 
relationships in our worldwide community. Part 
one of Pacem in Terris discusses the order among 
human beings, and human rights and duties 
form the basis for this order (8-33). 

The earliest document, Rerum Novarum (1891), 
dealt with the social problems created by the 
Industrial Revolution. Subsequent documents 
including John XXIII's Mater et Magistra (1961) 
dealt primarily with the issues of economic 
justice. As a result of Pacem in Terris' putting the 
focus on peace, subsequent documents of 
Catholic social teaching address the issue of 
peace together with the economic and political 
issues that were already a part of this tradition. 
Thus, for example, the Pastoral Constitution on 
the Church in the Modern World (Gaudium Et 
Spes) of Vatican II addressed five specific areas 
including: The Fostering of Peace and the 
Promotion ofa Community of Nations. 

Message of Holy Father Pope Francis 2024 for 
World Peace: 

Artificial Intelligence and Peace 

Pope explores the ethical dimension of new AI 
technologies, saying they are revolutionizing all 
spheres of human life. "New digital tools are even 
now changing the face of communications, 
public administration, education, consump- 
tion, personal interactions and countless other 
aspects of our daily lives," he notes. 

The remarkable advances in new information 
technologies, particularly in the digital sphere, 
thus offer exciting opportunities and grave risks, 
with serious implications for the pursuit of 
justice and harmony among peoples. 

The Pope also urges world leaders to put in place 
policies that ensure AI development will 
"ultimately serve the cause of human fraternity 
and peace." 

The pope's message stresses that, “the world has 
no need of new technologies that contribute to 
the unjust development of commerce and the 
weapons trade and consequently end up 
promoting the folly of war.” 

Artificial intelligence, then, ought to be under- 
stood as a galaxy of different realities. We cannot 
presume a priori thatits development will make a 
beneficial contribution to the future of humanity 
and to peace among peoples. That positive 
outcome will only be achieved if we show 
ourselves capable of acting responsibly and 
respect such fundamental human values as 
“inclusion, transparency, security, equity, 
privacy and reliability.” 
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Can I get a vasectomy? 
Here's what the Catholic 
Church teaches 


By Kate Quinones 

The news broke early this week that Planned Parenthood was offering 
free abortions and vasectomies outside the 2024 Democratic National 
Convention in downtown Chicago. 

Each year an estimated 500,000 men in the U.S. choose vasectomies. 
Most who do so are middle-aged and married. 

Since the overturning of Roe v. Wade in 2022, reports have emerged of 
greater numbers of young people, some of whom have never had 
children, requesting vasectomies and tubal ligations, both forms of 
sterilization. 

What does the Catholic Church teach about sterilization? 

Men may seek out vasectomies for a variety of reasons: they do not want 
children, they might have a genetic disease they want to avoid passing 
on; or pregnancy may put their spouse's health at risk. Most men say 
they opt for vasectomies because their partners don't want more 
children, while about 12% do so for medical reasons, according to 2015 
data from the National Survey of Family Growth. 

A vasectomy is a form of permanent sterilization that is highly effective 
as birth control, but challenging to reverse should the patient later 
change his mind. A vasectomy is often used as a more permanent form 
of birth control, as it is more effective than most contraceptives, except 
for implants and Intrauterine Devices (IUDs) according to the 
American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists. 

"Opus Dei prelate responds to those who consider group conservative, 
powerful and secretive 

While there are a multitude of reasons that lead men to seek out 
vasectomies, “direct sterilization” is deemed “morally unacceptable” 
in the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC 2399). 

In the 1968 encyclical Humanae Vitae, Pope Paul VI taught that “direct 
sterilization, whether of the man or of the woman, whether permanent 
or temporary,” is to be “absolutely excluded as lawful means of 
regulating the number of children.” 

In the Catholic view, sex within marriage has two essential qualities: itis 
“unitive and procreative,” according to St. Paul Viin Humanae Vitae. It 
is designed to bring spouses together in an act of love, and each act of 
sexual union must be open to life. 

“To get clear on why sterilization is wrong, we need to be clear on why 
contraception is wrong,” moral theologian E. Christian Brugger told 
CNA. “Contraception is wrongful, as St. Paul VI taught, because it 
intentionally separates the unitive meaning of the conjugal act from its 
procreative meaning. Since marital intercourse is by definition unitive 
and procreative, a contraceptive act is morally speaking, non-marital.” 
Contraception goes against the unitive and procreative elements of 
marriage, blocking the procreation of children as well as the full gift of 
self between the husband and wife. 

The marital act, according to the Catechism, is “the innate language 
that expresses the total reciprocal self-giving of husband and wife” 
(CCC 2370) But contraception contradicts that love because it is not a 
total gift of self. It holds backa part ofoneself.” 

But what should Catholics do when they face serious problems such as 
health risks, or difficult financial situations? 

Facing risks and hardships as a Catholic 

The Church teaches that couples must be open to life. However, 
couples may discern avoiding pregnancy when faced with serious 
issues such as health risks or finances. In fact, the Church notes that the 
“regulation of births” is an aspect of “responsible fatherhood and 
motherhood” (CCC 2399). 

When asked how a couple should respond to a doctor's opinion that it 
would be dangerous for the woman to have more children, Brugger 
suggested first verifying this “by getting at least one more medical 
opinion.” Once this is verified, Brugger suggests intently following a 
Natural Family Planning (NFP) method and seeking support from 
Catholic organizations such as the Pope Paul VI Institute. 

Natural Family Planning is a form of fertility awareness where a couple 
can track the woman's fertility cycle to determine when the woman is 
fertile. NFP can be used by couples wishing to conceive as well as by 
couples who are avoiding pregnancy. Couples who determine that 
there is aneed to avoid pregnancy will abstain during the fertile period. 
In the view of the Church, NFP methods differ morally from 
contraception because they “respect the bodies of the spouses, 
encourage tenderness between them, and favor the education of an 
authentic freedom,” (CCC 2370). 
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THE SPIRIT AND SPIRITUALITY OF 
SAINT TERESA OF KOLKATA 


By Br. Varghese Kunnath 


The earthly life span of the greatest saint 
of our century was just 31,408 days! On 
5th of September 2024 is her 27th 
birthday in eternity. Her indomitable 
spirit and spirituality kept on growing 
from strength to strength by each passing 
day. Thousands of people around the 
world are following her simple yet 
profound spirit and spirituality to live a 
purpose driven and meaningful life as 
they sojourn through their temporary 
dwelling place on this planet earth. 
EARTHLY MISSION AND PURPOSE 
Mother's mission was inseparable from 
the mission of her spouse Jesus; “The 
spirit of the Lord is on me. He has 
anointed me to proclaim Goodnews to 
the poor, sent to proclaim freedom for 
prisoners, recovery of sight to the - 
spiritually- blind, to set the oppressed 
free and to announce the arrival of God's 
kingdom”. She spent her entire life 
energy in temporal and spiritual works of 
mercy with a contagious enthusiasm that 
ignited the souls of many with unpa- 
ralleled efficacy. 

She became synonymous with the 
Goodnews 

By serving disguised Jesus in the poorest 
of the poor, living a life of prayer and 
contemplation, depending entirely on 
divine providence, fervent embrace of 
poverty and humility, and by being a 
missionary of charity par excellence she 
became a channel God's love and grace to 
humanity. In short, her life was a ‘living 
sacrifice’ Offered entirely on the altar of 
service. Ina world where bad news, gossip 
and rumours are the new normal of the 
society mother was indeed at her best in 
spreading the gospel of God's mercy and 
kindness. 

The scriptural foundations of her 
spirituality. 

“ITHIRST” (John 19:28) 

According to Mother the thirst of Jesus 
forms the spiritual corner stone of her 
path to eternity. The unquenchable thirst 
of Jesus for the souls and our satiating 
readiness to take him to the poor and see 
in them His sacramental presence was 
evidently clear in her earnestness and 
tireless pursuit in search of the least and 
the lost. 10th September 1946, the inspira- 
tion day or the 'call within the call’ as per 
Mother's on admission was so sacred and 
intimate. Saint Teresa said; 'for me Jesus's 
thirst was something so intimate, so, I 
have felt so shy to speak to you of 10th 
September. Mother heard Jesus say 'I 
thirst’. It was an unfathomable experie- 
nce. Saint Teresa said, I thirst' was some- 
thing deeper than Jesus just saying, 'Ilove 
you'. The Holy Spirit, the Spirit of love was 
poured into mother's heart, that she was 
on fire with all that Jesus revealed to her. 
Saint Teresa was not the same after that 
mystical experience on 10th September 
1946. It left an indelible seal in her heart. 
That's why mother's entering into a 
mission and seeing Jesus in every person 
is totally different from that of our service 
to the poor. 

When Mother does not see the dates of 


not remembered by the sisters, she would 
retort, 'you may forget 10 September 1946 
and 21st December 1948, I shall never 


forget it! In 1942, Mother took a vow 
‘never to say no to Jesus’. Jesus never 
failed to put this into action. Leaving 
Loretto was the greatest pain for mother. 
She said, it was hard to leave Loretto than 
to leave my home. On 17th August 1948 
mother left Loretto to Patna for a short 
medical course. After her arrival to Patna, 
she wrote to the then Kolkata Archbishop, 
'the first step towards the slums is over'! 
Before leaving to Patna, the prayer she 
copied on to the first page of her medical 
notebook also reflects her pain of Loretto 
and adjusting to a new way of life. “Oh, 
Jesus, only love of my heart, I wish to 
suffer what I suffer and all Thou wilt have 
me suffer, for thy pure love not because of 
the merits I may acquire, nor for the 
rewards thou have promised me, but only 
to please thee, to bless thee as well as in 
sorrow as in joy. 

Modernity and its lures never could 
overcome her resolve to be at the side of 
the poor and the marginalized nor the 
rich and powerful could divert her from 
thirsting for Him and quenching His 
thirst in the ghettos, gutters and the sick 
simmering streets of the slums. She did 
not seek the nearness of her God in 
palatial powerhouses of the high and 
mighty but among the humble, lonely 
and downtrodden. In a way Mother was 
able to influence the gaze of the rich and 
mighty towards the plight of the poor and 
neglected. People were forced to open 
their eyes and take notice of the divinity 
clearly tangible amidst the poor and the 
untouchables. 

“YOU DID IT TO ME” (Mathew 25:35- 
40) 

The unflinching conviction of Mother 
that whatsoever we do or say to the poor 
was in fact done to Christ made her 
reverently available to the poor with 
much compassion, love and respect. The 
service she offered to the least was not a 
mere charitable work but a privileged 
honour to be at the service of Christ in the 
poor. The sacredness of our service to the 


passion of Christ continues in the world 
through the untold sufferings of the poor 
and our final destiny clearly depends 
upon the manner in which we respond to 
the realities of suffering around us. The 
surest way to fail in our final assessment 
by God could be our indifference towards 
human sufferings and neglect of the 
poorest of the poor. 

“THE COMMANDMENT OF LOVE” 
John 15:12-13) 

The choice of the name of the congrega- 
tion - Missionaries of Charity - she 
founded would have been originated 
from her sole desire to obey the greatest 
commandment in the scripture; to love 
God and to love one another! Active love 
of God and each other is the greatest 
sacrifice honourable in the sight of God. 
The gravest sins of all originates from the 
disobedience to the commandment of 
love. She insisted that 'Charity begins at 
home' and her antidote to violence in the 
world was; 'to go home and love your own 
family’. 

“THE BEATITUDES?” (5:3-12) 

Saint Teresa fervently lived out the 
attitudes of the 'Beatitudes'. The earthly 
struggles and inconveniences were 
indeed the stepping stones to eternity 
and hopeful guarantee for the heavenly 
bliss. Her firm belief in the essence of 
beatitudes often led her to go through 
sufferings and trials with a smile on her 
face. 

“THE DISCIPLESHIP” (Luke 9:23) 
Mother radically followed the three 
crucial requirements demanded from the 
followers of Christ; “Self-denial, carrying 
of the cross, and following the master”. 
The frugal personal life style yet magna- 
nimous generosity with others was her 
trade mark approach when it came to 
worldly possessions, power and prestige. 
Pride and popularity were not her cup of 
tea! She relentlessly practised self-denial, 
sharing the cross of Christ by differing 
from popular opinions rather chose the 
values of Christ even in the face of 
rejection and humiliations. She under- 
stood suffering and death stood at the 
centre of the cross! Mother Teresa's 
remarkable ability of self-denial, carrying 
of the cross and following Jesus was 
indeed acknowledged by the Church on 
September 4, 2016 through her canoni- 
zation. 

“SERVICE” (Matthew 10:45) 

Saint Theresa followed the path of her 
master Jesus, the ultimate servant who 
gave up His life as a ransom for mankind. 
The greatest leader was a servant first and 
Jesus taught us that no one can bea leader 
without being a servant first. Mother 
dedicatedly spent all her life in service to 
the poor and thereby she became one of 
the greatest servant leaders ofall times! 
Mother Teresa did not take any credit for 
her success. She said; “Iam a pencil in the 
hand of God. He does the thinking; He 
does the writing. The pencil has nothing 
to do with it. The pencil has only allowed 
to be used”. What a joyful poem of love 
God wrote for the poor through the 
instrumentality of Saint Teresa of 
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Pakistan honors 
cardinal with 
Indian roots 


Pakistan President Asif Ali Zardari has 
awarded Cardinal Joseph Coutts, 
Archbishop emeritus of Karachi who was 
born in India's Amritsar, on the country's 
78th Independence Day. The 79-year-old 
cardinal is among 104 people awarded for 
their contributions to the nation. The 
award “Tamgha-i-Imtiaz” (medal of 
excellence) is given to any civilian in 
Pakistan in recognition of their exceptio- 
nal contributions to the nation. It can also 
be awarded to foreign citizens who have 
performed great service to Pakistan. (matters) 
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St. Teresa's Church 
celebrates... 


The celebrations started with Flag 
hoisting ceremony after the morning 
mass . Students of St. John Berchmans' 
school and the Parishinors gathered in 
large numbers to celebrate the day. As 
every year our Councillor of Ward 53, 
Mrs. Indrani Banerjee, hoisted the flag. 


Councillor Mrs. Indrani Bannerjee spoke 
a few words about our Parish and asked 
us to fight for justice 'to the deceased girl 
in RG Kar Medical College and Hospital’. 
Our Parish Priest Rev Fr. George Anthony 
welcomed her to plant sapling as a small 
token of love on behalf of our Parish 
Community. The first event of Indepen- 
dence day was presented by the talented 
children from St. John Berchmans' 
School. 


The program featured a series of 
performances that highlighted India's 
rich cultural heritage and history. From 
traditional dances to patriotic songs, the 
students showcased their talents with 
enthusiasm and dedication. 
Theprogram served as a reminder of the 
diverse and unified spirit of our nation. 
The colourful costumes, synchronized 
performances, and heartfelt renditions 
of patriotic songs moved the audience 
and filled everyone with pride. 

Another activity of that Independence 
Day was the Intra Badminton Tourna- 
ment organised by St. Teresa's Youth 
under the precious guidance of their 
Youth Director Fr. Naveen Tauro. 

The day's events came to a close with a 
cultural program which was organised 
by the Parish which filled everyone witha 
deep sense of pride and patriotism. This 
was followed by distribution of medals 
and certificates to the winners and the 
runners-up. 

The 15th August 2024 celebrations at our 
church were a testament to the strong 
sense of community and national pride 
that binds us together. It was a day of 
reflection, celebration, and hope for a 
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Five interesting facts to know 
about St. Teresa of Calcutta 


By Francesca Pollio Fenton 


Born on Aug. 26, 1910, in North Macedonia, 
St. Teresa of Calcutta left a lasting impact on 
the world. The beloved saint founded the 
Missionaries of Charity, working tirelessly to 
serve the poor and dying in the slums of India, 
and was also a vocal defender of the unborn. 
Here are five things you might not know about 
Mother Teresa: 

1. She devoted her life to her faith at the 
age of 12 

The youngest of three children, Mother Teresa 
was born into a devout Catholic home to 
parents of Albanian descent. She was 
baptized the day after she was born in Skopje, 
North Macedonia, and throughout her life 
witnessed her mother caring for those less 
fortunate. She also became fascinated with 
the lives of missionaries and by the age of 12 
committed herself to religious life. At the age 
of 18 she joined the Sisters of Loreto, an Irish 
community of nuns who sent missionaries to 
India. She trained for several months in 
Ireland before going to India. She never saw 
her mother or siblings again. 

2. She once had to beg for food 

When Mother Teresa first arrived in India for 
her missionary work, she had no income and 
little access to food. Experiencing hunger, she 
was forced to beg for food from people on the 
street. This experience gave her a more 
personal understanding of the suffering 
many of the poor people living on the streets 
of India were going through. 

3. She answered her “call within a call” 

On Sept. 10, 1946, while traveling by train 
from Calcutta to Darjeeling for her annual 
retreat while teaching at the St. Mary's School 
for Girls, Mother Teresa received what she 
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described as a “call within a call.” On that day, 
she received a great desire to serve the poorest 
in India. After two years, she received 
permission to begin what would become her 
life's mission. On Aug. 17, 1948, she dressed 
for the first time in her white-and-blue- 
bordered saree, left the Loreto convent, and 
entered into the slums of India. 

4, She received more than 120 honours and 
awards 

Mother Teresa was awarded more than 120 
awards and honors both during her lifetime 
and after she passed away. Some of these 
include the Padma Shri in 1962, the Ramon 
Magsaysay Peace Prize in 1962, the Jawaharlal 
Nehru Award for International Understan- 
ding in 1969, the Pope John XXIII Peace Prize 
in 1971, the Nobel Peace Prize in 1979, and the 
Bharat Ratna, India's highest civilian award, 
in 1980. 

5. She has an airport named after her 

There are many roads and buildings named 
after Mother Teresa. However, one that 
particularly stands out is an airport. The 
international airport in Albania was renamed 
in 2001 to honor the saint. Its name is now the 
Tirana International Airport Néné Tereza 
(Mother Teresa). 
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MAM AYA CENTRE 


Aya, Nurse, Cook, Yoga Physiotherapy 


Female workers are available for domestic work, 
Want a job? Want Domestic Workers? Contact below 


9 438, Raja Ram Mohan Roy Sarani, Kol-700009, 
Near Sradhananda Park 


CUSTOMISED BIRTHDAY CAKES 


SAL DAN HA 


SPECIALITY WEDDING SLICES: Dummy Wedding 

Baptism and First Holy Communion Cakes, Rich Plum, Walnut Plain, 
Cup Cakes, Coconut ,Apple tart, Chocolate mudpie, 
SANDWICHES: Cheese, Egg, Vegetables, Chicken Mayonnaise, and 
Lemon Drops, Brownies,Lemon meringue pie 
QUICHE,PATTIES: Cern, Cheese Puff, Vegetable, Chicken 
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eo PUBLISHER & DISTRIBUTOR PVT. LTD. 
Books & Stationery both Retail and Wholesale 
of ICSE, CBSE, NCERT & WBSE Boards 


© Office : 20A, Brindaban Mullick Lane, Hrishikesh Park, Amherst Street, Kolkata-700009, West Bengal 
© Shop : 67, Keshab Chandra Sen Street, College Street, Kolkata-700009, West Bengal 
© Shop: 5/1 A, College Row, College Street, Kolkata-700009, West Bengal 

E-mail : vkkolkata.akbose@gmail.com + Website : www.vidyarthikendra.com 
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MATRIMONIAL 


Bengali Catholic Divorcee girl (no child) 38, 5". 
MBA, Corporate Employee. 

Seeking a Christian Divorcee/ Widower (no child) 
within 45. Prefer God-fearing, no smoking and 
drinking habits . 


Contact - 9051568836 
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